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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SHARPSBURG BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
May 5, 2026 
6:00 PM

Mayor Pro-Tem Davis called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. Commissioner Virgil offered the invocation. Tracy Sullivan, Town Clerk called the roll.
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mayor Pro-Tem Davis, Commissioner Collie, Commissioner Virgil, and Commissioner Hughes.  

Mayor Pride arrived at 6:08pm.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT & REGULAR AGENDA

Commissioner Collie made a motion to approve the consent and regular agenda.  Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion. The motion carried by a vote of 4 yes – 0 no.  The consent agenda items were:

a. March 3, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes

b. April 15, 2026 Budget Meeting Minutes
c. 25-26 Budget Amendment – 5
PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Pride opened the public hearing to receive comments on the proposed rezoning request filed by Richard A. Horn to rezone 0.93 acres of property he owns at 8880 Mill Branch Road from MHP to B-1CZ.

Bob Clark reviewed the rezoning request submitted by the property owner and stated the recommendation from the Planning Board was to approve the requested conditional rezoning with the conditions of the additional of an all-weather driveway and that no building additions or other buildings could be added.  The Planning Board determined the rezoning is consistent with the 2021 Sharpsburg Comprehensive Plan’s goal of promoting re-use of abandoned and vacant commercial and industrial sites.  Mr. Clark advised the Board of Commissioners their options to approve, approve the request with additional conditions, or deny the request for conditional rezoning.
Commissioner Davis asked if a fence had been requested in the conditions made by the Planning Board.  Mr. Clark explained that the Planning Board did not and that there was an existing fence between the property in question and the rear properties.
Commissioner Davis asked if there had been any opposition to the request from citizens.  Mr. Clark stated that there had not been any opposition from adjoining property owners.

Mike Page asked where the physical location was of the property. Commissioner Davis explained the location of the storage units. Mr. Page wanted to know why there was not a condition of a fence enclosing the storage units to precent theft due to the seclusion of the property.  Mr. Clark stated that the Planning Board, after reviewing the plan did not see a need to add additional fencing.  Mr. Page asked if there would be area lighting around the units.  The property owner, Mr. Richard Horne answered that he didn’t see the need and that at his other storage unit locations he did not provide lighting.  
There were no further comments.  Mayor Pride closed the public hearing.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Eddie Morgan – Mr. Morgan asked the Board of Commissioners for the Town’s assistance during the event that he would be organizing to promote Weaver’s Mobile Home Park.  He asked that Parks & Recreation Committee members, Board members and staff to participate or volunteer. He requested that Police Officers use the Town’s concession trailer to serve food that he would purchase and to provide security during the event.  Mayor Pride stated that his request would be considered and he would be back in touch with Mr. Morgan.

Mike Page - Mr. Page inquired when the CodeRed program began and what company did the Town use.  Commissioner Davis stated the Town had the system for several years and recently switched platforms from Onsolve to Crises24 due to a security breach.  Mr. Page asked if the Town could notify citizens when there would be a disruption in water service.  Commissioner Davis stated that the Town sent notifications out via the CodeRed system and that he should enroll in the program to receive the notifications.  Mr. Page requested that affected citizens be notified directly by town staff.  Mr. Page also asked to be on record as opposing the water and sewer rate increase.
PRESENTATIONS

Mayor David Pride and Mayor Pro-Tem Beverly Davis made a presentation dedicating the Town Lot in honor of Brian Sullivan.  Mayor Pride read the plaque that would be displayed.  
NEW BUSINESS
a. Ordinance O-2026-01 Rezoning Request – Commissioner Davis made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-2026-01 approving the Conditional Rezoning request from Richard A. Horne to rezone 8880 Mill Branch Road from Mobile Home Park (MHP) to Commercial Conditional Zone (B-1CZ).  Commissioner Virgil seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4 yes – 0 no.
b. Appointment of Finance Officer – Commissioner Davis made a motion to appoint Brandy Edwards-Strickland as Finance Officer. Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4 yes – 0 no.  Tracy Sullivan administered the oath of office.
c. Resolution R-2026-04 Accepting the Terms and Conditions - Commissioner Hughes made a motion to adopt Resolution R-2026-04 accepting the terms and conditions of the NC Clean Water Grant in the amount of $1,100,000.  Commissioner Collie seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4 yes – 0 no.
d. 2025/2026 Audit Contract – Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the 2025-2026 audit contract with S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP.  Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4 yes – 0 no.
e. Engineering Services Contract – Commissioner Hughes made a motion to approve the engineering services contract with The East Group for the 2024 CWSRF Wastewater System Improvements Project.  Commissioner Collie seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4-yes to 0-no.
f. Water & Sewer Rate Increase – Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the 15% rate increase for both water and sewer due to the City of Rocky Mount increasing the Town’s wholesale rates by 15%. Commissioner Virgil seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4-yes to 0-no.
g. Resolution R-2026-05 Electric Fund Transfer Policy – Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the Electric Fund Transfer Policy.  Commissioner Hudges seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4-yes to 0-no.
h. Ordinance O-2026-02 – Commissioner Hughes made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-2026-02 amending all Park Hours to be from Dawn to Dusk.  Commissioner Collie seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4-yes to 0-no.
i. Rocky Mount MPO Delegation – The Board tabled naming a delegate until Commissioner Etheridge was present.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Virgil seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 4 yes – 0 no.   
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