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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SHARPSBURG BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
February 6, 2024 
6:00 PM

Mayor Pro-Tem Pride called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Commissioner Virgil offered the invocation and Mayor Pro-Tem Pride led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Tracy Sullivan, Town Clerk called the roll.
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mayor Pro-Tem Pride, Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Etheridge, Commissioner Hughes and Commissioner Virgil.  

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

Mayor Robert Williams
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT & REGULAR AGENDA

Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the consent and regular agenda with the following changes, adding a Little Library presentation, letter f discussion of Mayor Williams’ conduct under new business and tabling items a and b under new business.  Commissioner Etheridge seconded the motion. The motion carried by a roll call vote of 5 yes – 0 no.  The consent agenda items were:

a. January 4, 2024 Special Called Meeting Minutes

b. January 17, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes

c. 2023-2024 Budget Amendments - 2

PUBLIC HEARING

Robert Clark gave an overview of the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment establishing a 1,000 feet minimum separation standard for motor vehicle repair services and motor vehicle sales uses in the B-1 Commercial and I – Industrial Zoning Districts. 

Thomas Horner – Taylor Drive – Mr. Horner asked what the 1,000 feet separation would be from, residential or another business in the same category?  
Mr. Clark answered that it would separate the vehicle repair services and vehicle sales in the business district.

Commissioner Davis stated that this will assist in cleaning up the business district and limit junk cars along US301.

Carolyn Griffin – Taylor Drive – Would this hinder other businesses from coming to Sharpsburg?  
Commissioner Davis stated that it wouldn’t, this would only apply to this particular type of business.  
PRESENTATIONS

Kyle Checkey, Moss Kids Little Free Libraries informed the Board that little libraries could be placed in Town free of charge.  
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

None
NEW BUSINESS
a. Surplus Personal Property. Removed. 
b. Minimum Bids for Surplus Personal Property.  Removed
c. 2024-2025 Budget Calendar.  Commissioner Davis made a motion to 
approve the 2024-2025 Budget Calendar.  Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 yes - 0 no.

d. Approval of the Engineering Services Agreement. Commissioner Davis made a motion to 
approve The Engineering Services Agreement with the East Group for Project CS370698-01.  Commissioner Virgil seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 yes - 0 no.
e. Ordinance O-2024-01. Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve Ordinance O-

2024-01 Amending Article IV, Section 406 Standards for Individual Uses pertaining to Automotive Repair Services and Motor Vehicle Sales.  Commissioner seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 yes - 0 no.

f. Discussion of Mayor Robert Williams’ Conduct.  Commissioner Davis made a motion to discuss the Mayor’s conduct.  Commissioner Etheridge seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 yes - 0 no.
Attorney Brian Pridgen read the following threatening and harassing text messages that Mayor Williams had sent to himself and/or the Board of Commissioners.

· Good morning, sir I am going to inform you that as long as I pay taxes in Nash and the Town of Sharpsburg North Carolina you and the Board will not ban me from the town hall of Sharpsburg.  I am a citizen. Systemic racism but I shall be rewarded.

· Good afternoon, sir. There’s enough evidence for me to proceed in the next step of my journey to seek retribution against you, the town of Sharpsburg and its Commissioners. Thank you

· For a group of individuals that are supposed to be a family it sure has been hell.  I hate I ever became the Mayor of such a systemic racial town with such hatred individuals.  Yes I am suing the hell out of Sharpsburg and all involved.  

· What does the ring leader have to hide.  My attorney will go hard and we will not settle for less than $100,000 because you all have said I am mentally unstable.  

· Good afternoon to all.  I just wanted you all to know that in the coming weeks I am suing the town and you all will be listed in the litigation.  However, I am to be paid my stipend.

· This one was to Commissioner Virgil – You are supposed to be a christian woman but yesterday how you treated me showed your true evil demonic ways.  I will never speak or help you with anything again.  I see how black people are when they have a title. I am going to definitely mention you in my law suit against the Town of Sharpsburg.  Be blessed madam christian lady.
· Text received during the town meeting. – While you all are talking about me tonight I have hired harristons and the justice department to sue the town commissioners, yourself and everyone involved in causing my family headaches heartaches and pain.  Be prepared.  We want an agenda for last and tonight’s meeting but my attorneys will handle that.  Do not contact my attorneys unless they contact the town sir.

Brian Pridgen stated that he read those because it is important for the public to know what the board and himself are receiving from the mayor. 

Chief Thomas explained what transpired during the community event on the previous Saturday, January 21, 2024.  Chief Thomas stated that while giving out pizza on Robbins Ave, Mayor Williams drove up to the concession trailer.  Mayor Williams told Commissioner Virgil not to speak to him.  Mayor Williams told Chief Thomas that he damn sure better not say nothing to him.  He then drove off to the stop sign.  Mayor Williams backed up from the stop sign to the concession trailer and showed his license and stated if you want to see my damn license here it is.  Chief stated that they did not ask to see his license.  Mayor Williams then said to the Chief and you damn sure better not say nothing to me bitch.
A week prior to that the Mayor was driving down US 301 and laid on his horn while driving past the police department while Chief Thomas was outside at his vehicle.

Chief stated that he had been in contact with the DA, magistrate’s office and the Attorney General’s office for guidance on the matter.

Chief stated that if anyone in the audience knows him to please let the Mayor know that the officers of the police department are just trying to do their job, they are not harassing him or targeting him. 

Commissioner Virgil stated that the Mayor is being unfair and he is tearing down the town.  She stated that he needs to stop his nasty behavior.  The Mayor has drove past her house as well honking the horn and stalking her.  Commissioner Virgil stated that she is fed up with his behavior.
Commissioner Pride stated that the Mayor had a sickness and needed to seek help.

Commissioner Davis asked what could they do to stop the harassment by the Mayor?  Brian Pridgen stated that he had not crossed the line until this past Saturday.  Chief stated that he was considering taking out charges this week for that incident.

Mary Jackson stated that she was sorry that the Board was going through this.  She stated that they had been harassed by Mayor Williams in 2018 the same way. Commissioner Davis stated that she was afraid that he may take it too far and hurt an employee or Board member.
Mayor Williams drove up in the parking lot of town hall around this time.  The Attorney, Chief and several Board Members stepped out of the meeting to inform the Mayor that he was trespassing.

The closed session was not held due to the disruption that ensued from Mayor Williams’ drunk and disorderly conduct in the parking lot.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Etheridge seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 yes – 0 no.   
____________________________

____________________________________ 

Date Approved                                   


      Mayor Pro-Tem






____________________________________________

Town Clerk                                                                          
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